MARLBOROUGH
$rdMay> 1694. I have just received the enclosed letter for the
King. It is from Lord Churchill; but no person but the Queen
and you must know from whom it comes. Therefore, for the love
of God, let it be kept a close secret, even from Lord Middleton.
I send it by an express, judging it to be of the utmost consequence
for the service of the King, my master; and consequently for the
service of His Most Christian Majesty. You see by the contents
of this letter that I am not deceived in the judgment I formed of
Admiral Russell ; for that man has not acted with good faith,
and I fear he never will act otherwise.
Translation of Lord Churchill's letter of the same date
to the Ring of England
It is only to-day that I have just learned the news I now
write to you; which is, that the bomb-ketches and the twelve
regiments encamped at Portsmouth, with the two regiments of
marines, all commanded by Talmash,1 are destined for burning
the port of Brest, and destroying all the men-of-war that are
there. This will be a great advantage to England. But no
consideration can prevent, or ever shall prevent me from
informing you of all that I believe can be for your service.
Therefore you may make your own use of this intelligence,
which you may rely upon as exactly true. But I must conjure
you for your own interest to let no one know it but the Queen
and the bearer of this letter. Russell will set sail to-morrow
with forty ships, the rest being not yet paid ; but it is said
that in ten days the rest of the fleet will follow; and at the
same time, the land forces, I attempted to learn this some
time ago from Admiral Russell. But he always denied it to
me, though I am very sure that he knew the design for more
than six weeks. This gives me a bad sign of this man's inten-
tions. I shall be very well pleased to learn that this letter has
come safely to your hands.
Here is the damning piece. It is upon this document
that the pinnacle of Macaulay's libels upon Marlborough
has been erected. Macaulay assumes its authenticity with
unquestioning glee, and proceeds to use it in the most sensa-
tional and malicious manner. He suppresses all the other
channels by which information had reached the French King,
1 The Tollemache already mentioned.
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